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FOREWORD

The importance ol e study of Apabhramsha and s
literature for the comprehension of the development of the
Indo-Arvan languages and their Tiierature’s is an established
fact. At the same time the need for tools o undertake such
studies has olien besn expressed. The appearance af
. Devendra Kumar Qastri’s work begins to answer that
need. The first chapter provides an excellent historical
syrvey of Apabhramsha schiolarly activity linguistic and
literary: the subscquent chapters contain bibliographies of
publications—-books a8 well as articles—and descriptive
lists of manuscripts including lne mames of the collections
where they repose. 1L Sastri in-s0 many words repors the
work dane, the work in progress, and meticulously describes
the data available, pin-peinting their focation. What more is
required than enthusiastic pursuit ? Indological scholarship
cetabliched and neophyte arc in Tr, Sasiuis debt.

—Emest Bender
Profissor. ido-Arvan
Lomguames & Literanures.
Umiversity of Penpsy ania
Edttor, Joumal of the
Aqrerican Orieneal Sociely.
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